14   HFE AND WORK IN BENARES AND KUMAQN.

do the work for which I had come to India. I received
great help from-this young Muhammadan, and felt as if
I was beginning to get my foot into the language before
reaching my destination.

On the three Sabbaths I was on the river I had the
pleasure of preaching to the Europeans on board.

A voyage on the Ganges does not enable one to see
much of the country. The banks are often very high \ in
many places there is a preat extent of sand; the country,
with the exception of the district where the main stream
is entered, is very level, and the country is therefore
very imperfectly seen. The native craft, so unlike the
vessels of our own country, with their lofty prows and
sterns, and great ragged square sails, many laden with
wood and grass, which made them like moving stacks,
were constant objects of interest

At length, after more than three weeks on board, we
were delighted one Sunday forenoon to see in the dis-
"tance the domes and minarets of Benares.

